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Thinking like history detectives! 

The children have been learning about being historians and using their reasoning skills in Topic.  We explored 

inference last week and this week we looked at how we know witnesses (or historical sources) are reliable.   

The children created their own criteria and we evaluated different historical sources about Elizabeth I against 

them using ‘evaluation bullseyes’.  There was some great discussion and thinking skills on show – we think 

everyone did very well! 

Unfortunately, our planned visitor on Sikhism had to postpone just to be on the safe side. We have re-booked 

him in for the morning of 14th February. 

Reading groups – what we do in the mornings before lessons start 

 

Reading is a very important skill as it helps the children to learn 

across all the subjects of the curriculum as well as English. It also 

opens up the wonderful world of stories, poems and finding out 

interesting information from reference books.  We ask that you 

listen to your child read regularly and keep filling in the reading 

records.  It is great to see your comments and insights as we go 

along.  We read with the children in small groups each morning 

and Mrs Stiansen does guided reading with groups every morning 

that she is in Lowick.   

After our reading for pleasure group time, we then have Read 

Write Inc phonics interventions for the younger children to help 

them practice specific skills, sounds and blending as needed. This 

is done by ability grouping. Children who have ‘graduated’ from Read Write Inc, and are confident readers, 

work with Mrs Simpson or Mrs Turner during that time instead.  This week we have been doing maths tutoring 

about decimals. 
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Eco School News 

  

 
This week we introduced the Big School’s Birdwatch, 

which we will be taking part in during February through 

the RSPB. We talked about the RSPB (Royal Society for 

the Protection of Birds) mission, why we need them 

and what they do. We also discussed why birds are 

important for seed dispersal, insect and disease      

control and general environmental health, and why 

we need to keep track of the numbers of different   

species we have. We made some bird feeders and will 

be making birdhouses next to make sure we get lots of 

visitors! We will research different birds and explore 

more reasons why we want to take part in this event. 

This links well to SDG 13: Climate Action and 15: Life on 

Land. 

Miss Easten 

 Testing and Isolation rules for Covid from 17th Jan 

Children aged 5 years upwards should do daily lateral flow testing for 7 days if they are a close contact of some 

with Covid (as notified by NHS Test and Trace).   

If the child develops symptoms, then they need to self-isolate for 10 days and take a PCR test.  If the PCR is   

positive, then they must self-isolate at least for 5 full days (same rules as below).  If the PCR is negative they 

can stop self-isolating and restart daily LFT testing. 

 

If they don’t have symptoms but test positive on the lateral flow test (LFT) then they no longer need a PCR test to 

confirm but must self-isolate and report the test result online or call 119.  If the child then tests negative on a 

LFT for two consecutive days from day 5 of isolation then they can end their self-isolation.  If the child       

continues to test positive then the isolation is the full 10 days, as before. 

 

 

Spellings 

Year 1 - Adding ‘er’ to adjectives 

                Eg grander, fresher, quicker 

Year 2  - The ’e’ and the end of words is dropped before 

‘ing’ ‘ed’ ‘er’ ‘est’ ‘y’ or any other suffix 

                Eg hiking, shiny, nicest  

Year 3  - The suffix ‘ ous’  

               Eg poisonous, dangerous, enormous  

Year 4  - Demonstratives 

               Eg there will– there’ll, there is– there’s  

Governor vacancies 

 

We have space on our governing body for 

foundation governors.  If you would be          

interested in getting involved, please get in 

touch with the school for a chat about what 

governors do on 01289 388268 or email via our 

admin@lowick.northumberland.sch.uk 


